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AN EPIDEMIO OF PUERPERAL SEPTI- 
OEMIA. 


























or 
n- BY E, S. MOSS, M. D. 
ed 
In the southwestern part of this place 
, there occurred a very fatal outbreak of this 
1c, fever, in all fifteen cases, only one of which 
re recovered. 
I can only give the positive and definite 
history of two of these cases, as the rest 
nd were seen by other physicians. What I 
P shall say of these is taken from verbal ac- 
ith counts. 
Case 1. Mrs. T., aged thirty-five years, 
, sixth parturition. I was called to see her on 
|, it third day after confinement. She had a 
the chill on the same night. Temperature 103° 
F., pulse 100, respiration a little labored; 
lochia had ceased. Her attendant was a 
ing midwife. Neither she nor the nurse had 
been with a previous case of puerperal sep- 
ent ticemia or erysipelas. 
I at once ordered a powder of jalap, calo- 
Jow mel, and Dover’s powder internally, and 


locally over abdomen, turpentine stupes. I 
washed out the uterine cavity witha forty-per- 
cent solution of carbolic acid and a ten-per- 
cent solution of chloral hydrate, each being 
quite warm. 

I returned on the next day and found 
patient much better, temperature 100° F., 
pulse go, lochia re-established. I washed 
out the cavity of the uterus again, and gave 
quinine, five grains, three times a day. I 
was sick on third day, and could not see 
the patient. She had a chill on the fourth 
day, and the temperature again rose to 103°. 

I again washed out the uterine cavity as 
before, and ordered quinine and iron, which 
paticnt’s stomach did not tolerate. The 
temperature was again lowered, lochia again 
Vou, XVIII.—No. 15. 
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established, and the patient was again doing 
well, except that she was very thirsty. This 
I relieved by jaborandi, five mifims every 
hour for a few hours. 

I continued this treatment until the twelfth 
day, when the patient appeared so well that 
I discharged her. 

On the third day after I left she again had a 
chill. I found temperature 105°, pulse 130, 
with some delirium and suppressed lochia. 
I washed out cavity of the uterus again, 
gave large doses of quinine by mouth, per 
rectum, and hypodermically, but to no avail. 
The temperature remained at 105° to one 
half hour before death, which occurred in 
twelve hours after my last visit. Three 
days before, the patient was able to get out 
of bed without assistance. 

Case uu. Mrs. M. Fifth’ confinement. 
I was called to see her eight hours after 
delivery. I found her suffering intense 
pelvic pain. Temperature, 103.5°; pulse, 
120. There was considerable dyspnea and 
suppressed lochia, thirst, and vomiting. I 
used about the same treatment as in the 
first case, but to no avail, for the patient 
died in twenty-four hours after delivery. 

This was certainly (if there be any) one 
of those cases developed before delivery, 
for this woman was complaining of nausea, 
headache, and thirst some ten hours before 
labor had commenced. Her attending 
physician had been with a previous case of 
puerperal fever six weeks before. [I will 
not take space to relate in detail all of the 
fifteen cases that occurred, for all except 
two were exactly alike or nearly alike -one 
of the above cases related. 

The two exceptional cases were miscar- 
riages at about the sixth month, each hav- 
ing first an attack of erysipelas, then the 
miscarriage, and in two to four days, septi- 
cemia. One of these cases recovered, the 
other having a fatal termination. 

These cases ranged over a period of six 
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months, and during that time there were a 
few cases of erysipelas in the same commu- 
nity, but not in the immediate neighbor- 


hood of these patients: Some of the pa- 
tients were waited on by physicians and 
midwives who had seen previous cases of 
puerperal fever or erysipelas, and others 
had not. When I first heard of so many 
cases in that locality I, like most others, 
was ready to censure the attendants for car- 
rying it from patient to patient. But when 
I saw it developed in spite of all precau- 
tions, and prove just as fatal, I was com- 
pelled to take a different view of the situa- 
tion. 

From the facts as above stated it would 
seem that we have here in the same locality 
side by side, as plain as the handwriting on 
the wall, the two varieties or sources of 
infection. For while it is certain that the 
specific poison was carried from some pa- 
tients to others by attendants, it is equally 
certain that cases did occur in which there 
was positively no such chance of infection, 
while there were reasonable grounds to be- 
lieve that they did not occur from retention 
of secundines in uterus or vagina. 

There was a distinct line to be seen be- 
tween these two classes of cases. In those 
occurring as a distinct zymotic fever, with 
no visible means of infection, the attack 
was later after delivery, and the cases were 
milder, the patients suffered less pelvic pain 
and lived for some days or weeks; while 
those of direct infection were taken in first 
eight to thirty hours after delivery, had 
violent pelvic pain, and death occurred in 
a short time, the first four days being the 
limit of these cases. 

With the incidents of this epidemic be- 
fore me, I am constrained to take the view 
that puerperal fever, strictly speaking, is a 
purely zymotic fever, but when once devel- 
oped it may be carried from patient to pa- 
tient by attendants, and when so carried 
that it is more fatal and gives less prospect 
for favorable treatment than the original 
zymotic fever. It is, moreover, clear that 
either of these types of the disease are 
more fatal than that form occurring from 
retention of the secundines, which is class- 
ed as the same, though the symptoms clini 
cally and the appearances at post-mortem 
prove them to be considerably alike. The 
great difference in their mortality must 
some day lead to a closer investigation 
which will probably result in the drawing 
of a sharp distinction between them. 
WILLIAMSBURG, Ky. 





PELIOSIS RHEUMATIOA.* 


BY J. W. IRWIN, M. D. 


In March, 1882, I visited Mary C., 
eleven years of age, of American birth. 
She was quite tall but of a slender and del- 
icate frame. I found her lying limp and 
apparently lifeless-on her mother’s lap. She 
had been sick for a fortnight previous 
to my visit, and her face was quite pale and * 
emaciated, her eyes sunken and half closed. 
To questions addressed to her she made no 
response but remained in this semi-mori 
bund condition. The forehead, hands, and 
feet were cold and dry to the sense of 
touch, while the rest of the body felt about 
the normal warmth and slightly roughened. 
The temperature was taken in the axilla 
and the thermometer registered 96.5° F. 
The radial pulsations were now 46 to the 
minute and very feeble. Respirations 12 
to the minute and irregular. The abdomen 
was of a bluish-gray color, much distended 
with gas, and tender under pressure, which 
tenderness was mostly confined to the um- 
bilical region. Reddish-blue colored spots, 
varying in diameter from that of a pin’s 
head to a split pea, and generally circular 
or oval in outline, were in groups upon the 
limbs. The spots were smooth, flat on the 
surface, and uninfluenced by pressure. On 
the face and body there were but few spots, 
while the extremities were the seat of numer- 
ous confluent patches, which were mostly 
confined to the feet and ankles. This was the 
second crop of the eruption that had made 
its appearance since the beginning of her 
illness. The tongue was covered with a 
creamy coating and swollen, as evinced by 
tooth-marks in its edges. The gums were 
soft and pale and some blood oozed from 
around the roots of the teeth. The breath 
had a peculiar disagreeable odor, which 
might be compared to that of old cheese. 
The bowels were constipated and would 
not act without the aid of purgatives, the 
last dose of which had been given one week 
previously. The urine was scanty, : the 
quantity passed daily. did not exceed one 
pint and it contained blood. 

Her history during early childhood was 
not good, as she had been very delicate, sub- 
ject to attacks of indigestion and diarrhea. 
Five months ago she had had an attack of- 
typhoid fever. lasting four or five weeks, 
leaving her very much emaciated and fee- 


ble. Recovery from the effects of the fever 
*Read before the Louisville Medico-Chirurgical! Society, 
September 19, 1884. 
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was rather protracted, and a couple of 
months, had passed before she had regained 
enough strength to go about the house, or 
take exercise in the open air. The present 
illness of five weeks’ duration came on with 
loss of appetite, pain in the bowels and 
lower extremities. Flatulence and consti- 
pation of the bowels were also complained 
of. The pain was particularly severe about 
the ankles, and for a time the bed-clothes 
slightly touching those parts could not be 
endured. At first there was swelling of the 
affected joints, but no redness could be dis- 
covered. She complained of being unable 
to walk, owing to stiffness of the lower ex- 
tremities. These infirmities lasted a couple 
of weeks, when she became much emaci- 
ated and sleepless. At the end of this time 
the eruption appeared all over the body, 
but the limbs were more particularly the 
seat of it. After the eruption appeared the 
pains of the joints caused no further annoy- 
ance. At this time several slight hemor- 
rhages from the nose and gums had taken 
place. 

The family history did not point to any 
inherited or acquired constitutional disease. 
Her younger sister had typhoid fever at the 
same time she had her own attack of that 
disease, and while convalescing was taken 
with similar pains and stiffness of the lower 
extremities, after which an eruption appear- 
ed that was followed by hemorrhage from 
the nose, ears, and gums, and from the ef- 
fects of which she died. 

The strictest inquiry failed to discover any 
fault in the diet, but the surroundings were 
found to be none of the best, as she resided 
in a badly-ventilated house, in a crowded 
part of the city among the African race. 

Treatment: For the relief of the abdom- 
inal soreness, turpentine stupes were ap- 
plied externally and castor oil was adminis- 
tered internally, and followed three hours 
afterward by warm water enemata. This 
had the effect of relieving the bowels. 
Eight grains of the sulphate of quinine in 
three doses was given daily. Stimulants in 
moderate quantities in the form of milk 
punch were given every third or fourth 
hour, and to this was added the tincture of 
the chloride of iron in fifteen-drop doses 
every fourth hour. The surface of the 
body was sponged off once daily with 
equal parts of tepid water and alcohol. 
Castor oil was administered as often as re- 
quired. The diet at first consisted of sweet 
cream, milk, beef essence, and animal 
broths, and after a few days, when the ap- 
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petite and digestion had improved, eggs, 
bread, some vegetables, and finally meat, 
were added. This treatment was contin- 
ued for upward of four weeks, with the ex- 
ception of the stimulants, the quantity of 
which after the fourth day was lessened. 
The patient made a complete recovery 
without any interruption. 

Case 11. George A., a boy aged six 
years, a Kentuckian by birth, while at play 
and apparently in good health was sudden- 
ly seized with a fever and pains in the 
joints. There was some swelling and ten- 
derness under pressure at the knees and 
ankles, but no redness of those parts. He 
had much fever, the thermometer register- 
ing 106° F., and it gave rise to delirium 
which lasted several hours. The tongue 
was coated with a brownish-yellow fur, and 
the bowels were somewhat swollen and 
constipated. Pressure made over the ab- 
domen did not cause pain. The kidneys 
were acting freely, the urine was of a red- 
dish-brown color and increased in quantity. 
The family history was good. 

The disease was thought to be acute 
rheumatism, and anti-rheumatic treatment 
was prescribed for the patient, consisting of 
ten grains of the salicylate of soda, to be 
given in glycerine and peppermint-water 
every fourth hour, and lemonade was to be 
given freely to relieve thirst. The bowels 
were evacuated by the use of saline laxa- 
tives. This treatment was continued for a 
couple of days, when the fever had almost 
ceased, but the swelling and tenderness of 
the joints remained unabated. Dover’s 
powders, to produce sleep, and quinine, six 
grains daily, were added to the treatment, 
and continued up to the sixth day of the 
illness, at which time a pinkish-colored 
eruption broke out all over the body, but 
it was the most marked over the painful 
joints. The spots were slightly elevated, 
flat on the surface, more or less irregular in 
outline, did not disappear under pressure, 
and ranged in size from that of a split pea 
to a quarter of an inch in diameter. The 
eruption remained of a pinkish color for a 
couple of days, then changing to a dark 
purple and finally becoming of a brownish- 
yellow it gradually disappeared, leaving a 
smooth surface behind it. With the appear- 
ance of the eruption on the extremities the 
soreness of the joints was no longer com- 
plained of. The quinine.and salicylate of 
soda were then discontinued, and tincture 
of the chloride of iron in ten-drop doses was 
given every third hour. The diet up to this 
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time had been very light as the child refus- 
ed nearly every article of food. Beef tea, 
milk, eggs, and later on, vegetables and 
some beefsteak, constituted his diet. On the 
eighth day of the disease a couple of slight 
hemorrhages from the nose occurred, and 
some blood appeared for the first time in 
the urine. Quinine, in two-grain doses, 
three times daily, was again added to the 
treatment, and stimulants were also given. 
The gums had become softened, the color 
of which had not materially changed, and 
some ulceration of the edges of the tongue 
and the roof of the mouth had taken place. 
These ulcers were penciled over twice daily 
with a solution of thirty grains of nitrate 
of silver to the ounce of water, and in a 
few days they were healed. Under the 
above treatment convalescence set in, and 
two weeks later the little patient was en- 
tirely well. 

Case 111. August S., twenty-two years 
of age, of German nativity, a carpenter by 
occupation, without any premonitory symp- 
toms was taken with a mild grade of fever 
and pain in the abdomen and limbs. The 
pain at first did not cause him to take to the 
bed, and whenever he attempted to walk 
his knee and ankle joints cracked with 
every movement. This annoyance lasted 
four or five days when, in consequence of a 
feeling of p ostration, he was obliged to 
seek the recumbent posture. Hemorrhage 
from the nose and gums became quite 
troublesome, and blood-clots were slow in 
forming. An eruption appeared on both 
the upper and lower extremities, which was 
more especially*confined to the hands and 
feet. The spots were of a dark red color, 
slightly elevated, and about the size of the 
head of a dressing pin. The tongue was 
coated and flabby, the bowels were consti- 
pated, the urine was scanty and contained 
some blood. 

His previous history was good, as his 
family were all alive and well and free from 
any hereditary disease. He also assured 
me that he had not been sick before the 
present illness set in for twelve years. 
The last sickness he had had was scarlet 
fever. 

Iron, quinine, and stimulants, together 
with a liquid diet were prescribed for the 
patient, and he made a slow recovery. A 
concomitant in the form of an ulceration 
over the lower anterior third of the left 
tibia made its appearance as the eruption 
faded away, and when seen one year after- 
ward it had not entirely healed. 
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“ Peliosis Rheumatica”’ is the title ap- 
plied by Schoenlein to a disease, or rather 
one of the manifestations of a general con- 
stitution’l disturbance characterized by 
pains in the joints and red- or purple-col- 
ored blotches or petechial eruptions on the 
skin which are due to local hemorrhages, 
and to which Worlhoff. gave the name of 
**morbus maculosus.” 

Of the determining cause of this disease 
very little is known, and therefore the dis- 
cussion of any theory looking toward its 
discovery is all the more pardonable. That 
certain lesions of the central nervous sys- 
tem give rise to local pathological changes 
in remote parts of the body no longer 
admit of a doubt, and the manifestations 
of this disease clearly point to the nerve 
center for its explanation. This view is 
rendered all the more plausible by the 
experiments of Nothnagel on animals, 
which prove that slight local hemorrhages 
occur in the lungs after certain portions 
of the cortex of the brain have received 
injury. 

The discovery of Bernard is also of signi- 
ficance in supporting this view, whereby he 
conclusively proved by puncturing a certain 
portion of the brain that an excessive 
amount of sugar was developed in remote 
organs of the body. 

Now when we come to study this singu- 
lar affection we find that it occurs most 
frequently during convalescence from acute 
and long continued diseases, such as dysen- 
tery, scarlet and typhoid fevers, and again, 
as in two of the cases reported, it takes 
place without any assignable predisposing 
cause. Coming on at all periods of life, 
under every condition of the system, and 
at all seasons, it is sporadic in its origin and 
not hereditary, and whether occurring dur- 
ing convalescence from acute disease or 
when the individual is in apparent good 
health, it is always more or less sudden in 
its development, and never preceded by 
any evidences of disturbed nutrition pe- 
culiar to itself that can be appreciated 
either by the patient himself, or his 
physician. This leads to the conclusion 
that some lesion of the central nervous 
system perverting nutrition in the prima- 
ry cells at a certain point within the brain, 
as equally sudden in its development as the 


_ external manifestations of the affliction, 


will be found to be the chief factor in giv- 
ing rise to the local physical signs of this 
disease. 
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AMERICAN PusBLic HEALTH ASSOCIATION. 
Twelfth annual meeting of the American 
Public Health Association will convene at 
St. Louis, Mo., Tuesday, October 14, 1884, 
at ten o’clock a. M., and continue four days. 
The meetings will be held in Liederkranz 
Hall, corner of Thirteenth Street and Chou- 
teau Avenue. Papers have been promised 
for this meeting as follows: on 

I. Hygiene of the Habitations of the Poor. 
Major Samuel A. Robinson, Inspector of 
Plumbing of the District of Columbia, 
Charles W. Chancellor, M. D., Secretary of 
State Board of Health, Maryland; W. N. 
Newton, M.D., Health Officer, Paterson, 
New Jersey. 

II. Hygiene of Occupations. George H. 
Rohe, M.D., Professor of Hygiene, College 
of Physicians and Surgeons, Baltimore, 
Md.; Walter Wyman, M.D., Surgeon, U. S. 
Marine Hospital Service; J. W. Chambers, 
M.D., Baltimore, Md. 

III. School Hygiene. Samuel W. Ab- 
bott, M.D., Health Officer State Board of 
Health, Lunacy, and Charity, Massachusetts; 
Edward M. Hartwell, M.D., Johns Hopkins 
University; Stephen O. Richey, M.D.,Wash- 
ington, D. ©; Felix Formento, M.D., New 
Orleans, La. 

IV. Adulteration of Food. Hon. Erastus 
Brooks, Member State Board of Health, New 
York; Prof. H. B. Cornwall, Princeton Col- 
lege, New Jersey; C. E. Munroe, S. B., Prof. 
of Chemistry, U. S. Naval Academy, An- 
napolis, Md.; Prof. V. C. Vaughan, M.D., 
Member State Board of Health, Ann Ar- 
bor, Mich.; J. Cheston Morris, M.D., Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

V. Water Pollution. Major Chas. Smart, 
M.D., Surgeon U. S. Army, Member of the 
National Board of Health; Henry M. Baker, 
M.D., Secretary State Board of Health, 
Michigan; Thad M. Stevens, M.D., In- 
dianapolis, Ind. 

VI. Disposal of Sewage by Irrigation or 
Chemical Action. Henry P. Walcott, M. 
D., Chairman State Board of Health, Lu. 
nacy, and Charity, Massachusetts; George 
N. Bell, C. E., Newport, R. 1; W. John 
Harris, M.D., St. Louis, Mo. 

VII. The Observable Effect upon the 
Public Health of Official Sanitary Super- 
vision. Colonel George E. Waring, C. E., 
Secretary National Board of Health, New- 
port, R. I. 

VIII. The Work of Municipal and State 


LOUISVILLE MEDICAL NEWS. 





229 


Boards of Health. 
retaries. 

IX. On Disease Germs. Major George 
M. Sternberg, M.D., Surgeon U.S. Army ; 
L. Bremer, M.D.,:St. Louis, Mo. W. W. 
Vinnedge, M.D., Member State Board of 
Health, Lafayette, Ind.; W. H. Stillwell, 
M.D., Humboldt, Tenn. 

X. Cremation as a Sanitary Measure in 
Times of Great Epidemics, John Morris, 
M.D., Baltimore, Md.; Rev. John D. Beu- 
gless, Chaplain U. S.-Navy, Brooklyn, N.Y. 

XI. A Survey of the Present Sanitary 
Situation in St. Louis: Being a Series of 
Short Papers on leading Public Health 
Topics, contributed by City Officials and lo- 
calSanitarians. (a) ‘The Situation, Soiland, 
Surroundings of St. Louis, considered from 
a Hygienic Standpoint. By Colonel Henry 
Flad, C. E., President Board of Public Im- 
provements. (4) Organization of Health 
Department, Sanitary Legislation, and the 
Abatement of Nuisances. By John D. Ste- 
venson, Esq., Health Commissioner. (¢) 
Sources, Quality, etc., of the Milk and Meat 
Supplies of St. Louis. By Joseph Spiegel- 
halter, M.D., Member Board of Health, and 
J. C. Cabanne, Esq. (d@) Street Paving and 
the Public Water-Supply. By Thomas J. 
Whitman, Water Commissioner, and J. W. 
Turner, Street Commissioner. (¢) On the 
Average Temperatures and Prevailing Cli- 
matic Conditions of St. Louis. By Prof. F. 
E. Nipher, Washington University. (/) 
Public Sewerage and House Drainage. By 
Robert Moore, C. E. (g) The Leading Local 
(productive) Industries, and their Effects on 
the Health and Lives of their Operatives. 
By George Homan, M.D. (A) The Infant 
and School Populations and existing Causes 
unfavorable to their Health. By J. P. 
Kingsley, M.D., Professor of Physiology 
and Diseases of Children, Missouri Medical 
College. (7) The Chief Local Factors in 
the Causation of Disease and Death. By 
Robert Luedeking Professor of Pathologi- 
cal Anatomy, St. Louis Medical College. 

Several papers have been promised in ad- 
dition to the above, among which are: On 
Heating and Ventilation—Chas. O. Curt- 
man, M.D., Professor of Chemistrv, Missouri 
Medical College, St. Louis, Mo.;, On Pro- 
tective Spectacles—Adolphus Alt, M.D., 
Editor American Journal of Ophthalmology, 
St. Louis, Mo.; On Prevention of Syphilis— 
J. D. Gatch, M.D., Lawrenceburg, Ind.; On 
Hygiene of the Nervous System and Mind— 
C. H. Hughes, M.D., Editor of the Alienist 
and Neurologist, St. Louis, Mo.; On the San- 


Reported by their Sec- 
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itary management of Railway Cars and Sta- 
tions—W. Thornton Parker, M. D., Acting 
Assistant Surgeon U. S. Army. 

Full reports are expected from all com- 
mittees. 

The headquarters of the Executive Com- 
mittee will be at the Southern Hotel. The 
first meeting of the Committee will be held 
Monday, October 13th, at 2.30 P.M. 

The Conference of State Boards of Health 
will meet at Liederkranz Hall, Monday, Oc- 
tober 13th, at 2.30 P.M. 

The subjects for each day’s consideration 
will be stated the previous day, and an of- 
ficial programme will appear each morning. 
Ample time for discussion will be allowed 
under the rules of the Association, and all 
discussions will be stenographically reported. 
The morning sessions will be adjourned at 
2.30 P.M., daily, to permit the meeting of 
the Executive Committee, Advisory Coun- 
cil, and Conference of State Boards in the 
afternoon, and to enable members to visit 
the Missouri State Fair, which will be open 
until October 18th. 

Applications for certificates to enable 
members and those intending to become 
members and their families to obtain the re- 
duced rates offered by the various railroad 
lines to St. Louis, should be made without 
delay to the Committee of Arrangements, 
Dr. Joseph Spiegelhalter, Chairman, 1100 
Chouteau Avenue; Dr. George Homan, Sec- 
retary, 703 Washington Avenue. 

All papers offered the Association become 
its exclusive property, will be copyrighted, 
and can only be published by consent of the 
Executive Committee. All reports and pa- 
pers must be in the hands of the Secretary, 
Dr. Irving A. Watson, Concord, N. H., by 
October 12th, in order to receive the ap- 
proval of the Committee. After October 
5th all communications to the Secretary 
should be sent to the Southern Hotel, St. 
Louis, Mo. : 

Clergymen, engineers, architects, builders, 
and others interested in the practical work 
of the Association, are cordially invited 
to be present. 

Ladies are especially invited to attend the 
evening meetings of the Association. 


SticmMaTA Maipis.— Among the new 
remedies with which the materia medica 
has of late years been enriched, there are 
few which have sprung into greater promi- 
nence and which manifest evidence of a 
more tenacious hold on the regard of the 
medical practitioners, than the stigmata of 
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maize—the “silk” which embellishes the 
stalk of ourcommon corn. It may seem 
somewhat incongruous to call an article 
with which the people of this country have 
been so long familiar, a “new” remedy. 
The adjective, however, as in the case of 
many other new remedies, so-called, has 
reference rather to the discovery of some 
therapeutic property, than to the drug 
proper. Corn-silk is therefore a new rem- 
edy from the fact of the comparatively re- 
cent discovery of its properties as an emol- 
lient, antiseptic, and diuretic. Under its 
lenitive action the inflamed surface of the 
genito-urinary tract, and more particularly, 
perhaps, of the bladder, as in vesical ca- 
tarrh, is soothed, and the decomposition of 
urea into the irritant ammonia salts is 
checked. The flow of the urine is at the 
same time augmented, and thus we have a 
combination of the very effects which an 
intelligent comprehension of a case of ves- 
ical irritation would seem to dictate, on the 
part of the therapeutist. 

The demand for corn-silk has been rap- 
idly growing since attention was first called 
to it by Drs. Dassun and Dufau, of Paris, 
and Professor Castan, of Montpellier. The 
fluid extract must be made from the recent 
drug, and hence can be prepared only dur- 
ing a few months in the year. The de- 
mand, however, for this fluid extract has 
been in excess of the possible supply dur- 
ing the past year, leading to the substitution, 
by unscrupulous manufacturers, of a worth- 
less article for the freshly gathered corn- 
silk, much to the detriment of the reputa- 
tion of this drug. Messrs. Parke, Davis & 
Co., who were the first to place a prepara- 
tion of stigmata maidis before the profes- 
sion of this country, with the return of the 
season have laid in a large supply of the 
drug in anticipation of a continuance of its 
popularity. Competent employes of this 
enterprising house have for some time been 
at work in the corn-fields of the West, laying 
in a stock of the green drug, and suitably 
preparing it for preservation until it is made 
up into the form of a fluid extract. In 
view of the facts above stated, it is impor- 
tant that those who may have occasion to 
employ corn-silk, may know whence they 
may obtain a reliable preparation. 


CLitRopHosiA. — Not clitoriophobia (or 
clitorisphobia) which is a disease confined to 
gynecologists, but clitrophobia, a term used 
by an Italian writer (evista Clin. de Bo- 
logna) to designate three cases suffering 












from a cerebral affection resembling agaro- 
phobia, and which consists in a marked 
horror of being confined in a close place. 
They suffer, when so confined, in an ex- 
tremely painful manner, the head becomes 
hot, the temporal arteries beat forcibly, they 
become furious and make desperate efforts to 
open the door, try to get out of the window 
or to kill themselves when they find they 
can not escape. 

It seems to constitute a pure monomania, 
that is to say, it may exist without any man- 
ifestation of delirium. At other times it is 
accompanied by other psychological affec- 
tions.—- Journal American Medical Association. 


CONSEQUENCES OF HypopEeRMIc INjec- 
TIONS OF ErHerR.—A man, previously in 
very good health, was attacked by sciatica. 
The neuralgia was not very severe, but stub- 
born. Dr. Barbier ( Union Med., 1885, No. 
66,) injected a Pravaz’s syringeful of ether 
deeply into the tissues on the posterior part 
of the right thigh. A grave neuritis at once 
set in, followed by disturbances of general 
sensation and by degenerative atrophy of 
the muscles of the lower leg of the same 
side. During the progress of this ominous 
form of neuritis, small vesicles made their 
appearance on the inner side of the right 
ankle, and suddenly changed to a deep 
ulcer, perfectly painless and insensitive, but 
penetrating to the bone, and being sury- 
rounded by a great amount of infiltrated 
skin. Simple rest gradually caused the 
healing of the ulcer. Long-contined elec- 
trical treatment also brought about an im- 
provement of the anesthesia and the paraly- 
sis, but no complete cure. Trophic distur- 
bances were wanting. —AMedical and Surgical 
Reporter. 


IGNORANT Mipwives.—In a paper read 
before the Buffalo Medical Society by Dr. 
Pryor, it is stated that two thirds of the 
births in that city are reported for registra- 
tion by midwives. He criticised sharply 
the ignorance of many of these women, 
whose fees for a labor case were only $3 to 
$5. In the discussion upon this paper one 
speaker said that he knew a midwife of 
Buffalo, who said she “had attended one 
thousand successive successful cases, among 
which she had turned fifty times in cross 
presentations, has had fifty footling cases, 
and one of placenta previa, had three 
times called a doctor to apply the forceps, 
and had removed the placenta with her 
hand fifty times.” A more striking com- 
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mentary than these figures on the compe- 
tence of the midwife would be hard to find. 
One case in twenty of transverse presenta- 
tions and the same ratio of footling cases! 
Yet after putting her hand into the uterus 
of every twentieth woman for the placenta, 
besides performing version fifty times, the 
midwife sends three times for a doctor to 
put on forceps!— Boston Medical and Sur- 
gical Journal. 


ToBacco As AN ANTIzYMOTIC.—M. Pech- 
olier, in the Montpellier Medical, considers 
that the use of tobacco preserves one from 
an infinity of contagious diseases. He 
thinks that as typhoid fever is due to a fer- 
ment, the pullulation and life of which in 
the organism is the initial cause of the dis- 
ease, tobacco is the most powerful destruct- 
ive agent, and that its action is due to nico- 
tine; he declares that a number of smokers 
have been protected from epidemic influ- 
ences through tobacco. Perhaps it is for 
this reason that Willis recommends the use 
of tobacco in armies as a presérvative 
against certain epidemic diseases. —/ournal 
American Medical Association. 


A NURSERY-MAID, in London, aged seven- 
teen, has been charged with willful murder 
and convicted of manslaughter for killing a 
child by tying a scarf round its neck to 
stop its crying while she was wheeling it be- 
fore her in aperambulator. She was read- 
ing a book, and, naturally, any noise like 
that of a crying child diverted her attention 
from the more important occupation in 
hand. The diversions of most nurses here- 
abouts are not literary, but we wonder what 
some mothers would say if they ever became 
aware (as probably they never do) of the 
neglect to which their children are exposed 
while mademoiselle, in the French cap, is 
chattering with her companions or flirting 
with her Garcon.— Boston Medical and Sur- 
gical Journal. 


HOMEOPATHY AND THE GARFIELD Me- 
MORIAL HospiTaL.—In order to satisfy the 
demands of certain homeopaths at Washing- 
ton, the Trustees of the Garfield Memorial 
Hospital have adopted the following by- 
law: “The executive committee shall pro- 
vide that homeopathic treatment shall be 
furnished to those patients who desire it, 
provided the physician selected for such 
purpose shall render his services upon the 
same terms as the medical staff of the hos- 
pital.” — Medical Record. 
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STRANGE VIEWS OF A CORONER ON UN- 
NECESSARY INQUESTS.—We hope that the 
attention of the Registrar-General has been 
called to the peculiar views of Mr. Carter, 
Coroner for East Surrey, on the course to be 
pursued when children die without medical 
attendance. The subject of the inquest was 
a child, aged two months, which had wasted 
away to a shadow. The coroner spoke in 
terms of blame to his officer, and asked 
what occasion was there for holding an in- 
quest. The officer, Mr. Wells, replied that 
the deceased had not been medically treat- 
ed, and the registrar for the district refused 
under the circumstances to register the 
death. The coroner remarked that it was 
a great shame the county should be put to 
such an expense in holding unnecessary in- 
quests. If the registrar refused to register 
such deaths, it was the duty of the officer 
to report the same to the presiding magis- 
trate at the nearest police-court in the dis- 
trict, and he would make an order compell- 
ing the registration. The officer replied 
that he could not compel the registrar to 
do that which he refused to do, and the 
matter dropped, a verdict of death from 
natural causes being returned. The coro- 
ner in this case seems grievously in the 
wrong. Can there be a more fit or use- 
ful case for an inquiry than one where a 
child is allowed to waste to a shadow with- 
out medical attention being called to it? 
Secondly, what is the coroner’s ground for 
saying that when the registrar refuses, as in 
this case he most properly refused, to regis- 
ter a death, the duty of the officer was to 
apply to a pglice magistrate? We are as- 
tounded at such a doctrine, and at the 
attempt ‘to throw on police magistrates, 
who have enough to do, one of the most 
obvious and urgent duties of coroners.— x. 


THe Progrés Medical states that many of 
its Italian exchanges have desired a suspen- 
sion of the journal during the prevalence 
of the epidemic, “the journals arrive all 
torn and reduced almost to their titles from 


the disinfection which they undergo.” 
Many travelers have been nearly asphyx- 
iated in the rooms used for disinfection, 
when they have been obliged to remain,for 
any lerigth of time, and have consequently 
been seriously affected. 


A CONTRIBUTION to the comparative anat- 
omy of the races of mankind has been 
made by M. L. Testut, through the dissec- 
tion of a Bosjesman from twelve to fourteen 
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yearsofage. Thestudies revealeda muscular 
system in a more or less rudimentary state, 
which exists in a normal condition in various 
anthropoid and other apes. Commenting 
on the paper, when it was read before the 
Academy of Science, Paris, M. de Quatre- 
fages remarked that it supplied no fresh © 
argument in favor of the descent of man 
from a simian prototype.—Afedical and Sur- 
gical Reporter. 


Tue word “microbe,” now so commonly 
used, was coined by M. Charles Sedillot, of 
Strasbourg, in February, 1878, in a paper 
which he read on the application of M. 
Pasteur’s discoveries to surgery. Coming 
from the Greek words pu:zos, small, and f:us, 
life, it aptly describes the thing intended. 
In reply to M. Sedillot, M. Pasteur used 
the word twice, and scientific men have 
since generally adopted it. 


DeaTH OF A NoTep: EPIDEMIOLOGIST.— 
The death is announced of Mr. John N. 
Radcliffe, M.R.C.S., one of the best of 
modern epidemiologists. He was the author 
of a number of painstaking reports upon 
the epidemics, being especially skillful as a 
historian in that line. He was for some 
years one of the two public health inspectors 
of London. 


A Venomous Catr.—Not long since a 
Mrs. Young, the wife of a farmer living near 
Winfield, W. Va., while attempting to part 
a cow from her calf received from the lat- 
ter aslight bite on the hand. Almost im- 
mediately she was taken ill, and, growing 
worse, died in a few hours. Her infant at 
the breast was also violently attacked and 
died in convulsions. 


LarGe numbers of dried and smoked 
lizards are imported by the Chinese phy- 
sicians. They are used in cases_of con- 
sumption and anemia with considerable 
success. Their virtue seems to lie in the 
large amount of nitrogenous compounds 
and phosphates they contain. 


A PROFESSORSHIP Of hygiene is to be es- 
tablished shortly in the University of Berlin, 
and a special institute is to be erected for this 
course of study. Similar arrangements are 
likely to be made before long in the other 
German universities. 


Hoc cholera has been prevailing since last 
winter in certain counties of New Jersey. 
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OHOLERA INFECTION. 


In our recent series of articles which passed 
in review some of the essential points of the 
paper presented by Dr. Koch to the Berlin 
Congress, it was noted that the comma-bacilli 
multiply with great rapidity, that the maxi- 
mum of their growth is soon reached, and 
that they are finally driven away by other 
bacteria. This corresponds to what takes 
place in the intestines of the cholera pa- 
tient. 

It may be assumed that a very few indi- 
viduals (or perhaps a single one) are suffi- 


cient, under some circumstances, to cause 
infection. Arriving in the intestine they 


speedily multiply, produce irritation, with 
accompanying diarrhea, and, continuing to 
increase till the maximum point of growth 
is reached, culminate in the peculiar com- 
plex of symptoms which characterize an 
attack of true cholera. 

It may therefore be asked, in view of the 
fact that the microbes failed in all of Dr. 
Koch’s experiments upon animals to pass the 
stomach in a living state, how the theory of 
infection of human beings by contaminated 
food and drink can be established? Upon 
this point the author holds that predisposi- 
tion plays an important part in determining 
an attack in a given case. Of a number 
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of persons exposed to cholera infection only 
a few of them fall ill, and these are almost 
always among such as are at the time suffer- 
ing from some kind of digestive disturbance, 
for example, gastric catarrh, or among those 
who have overloaded their stomachs with 
indigestible food. 

The former condition would probably 
prevent the secretion of the gastric juice, 
which seems to be destructive of bacteria, 
while the latter would so engage it or 
neutralize it as to permit of the escape 
of a few bacilli, alive and ready for work, 
into the intestine. -This conclusion is 
borne out by the fact that in cholera epi- 
demics by far the largest number of persons 
among the working classes are attacked on 
Mondays and Tuesdays, the days when they 
are most likely to be suffering from gastric 
derangements due to Sunday feasting. 

Another point which; though not stated 
by the author, would seem to have strong 
physiological warrant is the fact that hu- 
man gastric juice is a much more dilute 
fluid in man than in many animals. This 
will certainly be found true when the gas- 
tric juice of man is compared with that of 
the carnivora, and may, on further inves- 
tigation, help to account for the readiness 
with which man infected by way of the 
mouth. 

According to Foster, the gastric juice of 
the dog contains about 2.69 per cent of 
solid matter, while that of man shows a spe- 
cific gravity varying from 1.001 to 1.010, 
there being present only about .56 per cent 
of solids. An estimate of the amount of 
hydrochloric acid found in each shows for 
the dog .5 per cent (Haidenhain), while 
that of man contains only .2 per cent 
(Richet). 

Comparative estimates of the amount of 
pepsin found in the gastric juices of man 
and the dog, though somewhat contradic- 
tory and confusing in the authorities obtain- 
able at this writing, would seem to prove the 
presence of a much larger percentage in the 
juice of the latter. 

In the light of the above statements, it is 
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easy to see, when large numbers of comma- 
bacilli are swallowed by a healthy man, how 
a few of them, at least, might run success- 
fully the gauntlet of the gastric acids and 
ferments, while any impairment of the di- 
gestive function from overloading or sys- 
temic derangement would insure their 
prompt and safe delivery into the intestine, 
where the mildly alkaline secretions would 
favor their rapid proliferation and deadly 
work. 


. 
ye 


AMERICAN RHINOLOGIOAL ASSOOIA- 
T 


The second annual meeting of the Amer- 
ican Rhinological Association was held this 
week in St. Louis, Missouri, beginning with 
Tuesday, the 7th inst., and lasting three 
days. 

The programme, which was received too 
late for insertion in our last issue, was full of 
promise in papers which embrace a wide 
range of topics and represent many well- 
known Western specialists and general prac- 
titioners. 

In no part of the world are diseases of 
the naso-pharynx more prevalent than in 
our Mississippi Valley ; and, in view of this 
fact, some essential additions to our knowl- 
edge of these affections may be hoped for 
from a conference of physicians resident in 
this field. We trust that the coming pro- 
ceedings will crown the hope with full 
fruition. 


A MEDICAL man ‘was ill-treated and 
wounded by the inhabitants of Porto, a 
district of Naples, where he went to attend 
some cholera patients. A crowd gathered 
around him and accused him of being a poi- 
soner. 


THE University of Heidelberg, Germany, 
has refused an offer of 100,000 marks, con- 
ditioned upon admission of women to the 
University. 


Tue Roumanian Government has sent 
Dr. Maccovich to Marseilles, in order that 
he may there study the cholera. 
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Auscultation, Percussion, and Urinalysis. An 
Epitome of the Physicial Signs of the Diseases 
of the Heart, Lungs, Liverand Kidneys. Edited 
by C. Henri Leonarp, M.A., M. D., Professor 
of the Medical and Surgical Diseases of Wo- 
men, and Clinical Gynecology, Michigan Col- 
lege of Medicine. Fully illustrated; cloth, 
16mo, one hundred and sixty-six pages. Post- 
paid, $1.00. Detroit, Mich: The Illustrated 
Medical Journal Company, Publishers. 1884. 
This work, a 16mo of one hundred and 

sixty-six pages, takes within its comprehen- 

sive scope the following range of sub- 
jects : 

Topography of the Chest; The Physical Diag. 
nosis of Diseases of the Respiratory Organs; Di- 
agnosis by Percussion; Auscultation of the Chest, 
in Health and Disease ; On the Sputa, Microscopi- 
cal and Macroscopical; Diseases of the Lungs, 
their Pathology, and means for Physical Diagno- 
sis; On the Pulse—its Rate, Rhythm, and Sphyg- 
mography; The Heart—its Regional Anatomy, etc,; 
Auscultation of the Heart—the different Cardiac 
Murmurs, and their Indications of Disease; Dis- 
eases of the Heart—their Pathology and Physical 
Signs ; The Liver—its Regional Anatomy, Histo- 
logy, and Physical Signs of the different Diseases; 
The Spleen ; The Kidney—its Regional Anatomy, 
Histology, Pathology, and Symptoms of Different 
Diseases; Urinalysis, Chemical and Microscopical, 
prepared specially for this work by Wm. H. Rouse, 
M. D., Ph. C.; Bacteria, Bacilli, Micrococci, Vibri- 
ones, and Spirilla—their Growth, Microscopy, and 
Agents destructive to them 


When the number of topics is taken into 
account, the text of the book is remarkable, 
since it passes before the reader, in the 
fewest possible words, the essential points 
of each subject. The chapter on urinalysis 
is a striking feature of the work, and will 
in the main well serve the needs of the 
working physician. It is to be regretted, 
however, that the author has failed to give 
a test for sugar which, being sufficient 
for all clinical purposes, may be hur 
riedly put together without weighing or 
measuring from materials which are com- 
monly found in the office of the coufitry 
doctor, atid used off-hand. The tests given 
are excellent; but, with the exception of 
Trommer’s and Moore’s, which, as com: 
monly employed, are open to obvious ob- 
jections, and the fermentation test, than 
which none is better or easier if the yeast 
be at hand, they require too much care if 
preparation and skill in application to meet 
the wants of the average doctor. 

His description of the potassio-mercuric 
iodide, picric-acid, and sodium-tungstate 
tests for albumen are incomplete, since he 
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fails to note the fact that they precipitate 
quinia, and other alkaloids which may be 
in the urine of the patient, thus causing them 
to be mistaken for albumen. Had he noted 
the fact that heat will re-dissolve the alka- 
loids thus precipitated by the first two re- 

ents, he would have removed a stumbling- 
block from the way of many an inexpe- 
As for the tungstate, 
it is worthless when applied to the urine of 
patients who are under the influence of 
quinia, since it forms a precipitate with this 
alkaloid (detecting one part in 200,000) 
which boiling will not dissipate. 

The illustrations are abundant and very 
creditable, and the press-work excellent. 





Practical Manual of Obstetrics. By Dr. E. 
VERRIER, Lecturer on Obstetrics in the Faculty 
of Medicine of Paris. Fourth edition, enlarged 
and revised, with four ‘‘ obstetric tables” of 
ProF. Pajor. One hundred and five illustra- 
tions. First American edition, with revision 
and annotations by Epwarp L. PARTRIDGE, 
M. D., Professor of Obstetrics in the New York 
Post-graduate Medical School. (Wood’s Li- 
brary Standard Medical Authors; 1884.) New 
York# William Wood & Co. 

The French school of obstetrics has for 
at least a century led the world, and though 
England, Germany, and America have pro- 
duced many excellent works upon this sub- 
ject, a casual reading only is necessary to 
satisfy the student that without the teach- 
ings of the French these books would be 
wanting in many essential particulars. In- 
deed, notwithstanding the many treatises 
put forward in this country during the last 


quarter of a century, a translation of Ca- 


zeau has for many years held and still holds 
its place as a text-book in our leading schools, 
and wields an influence in no way lessened 
by the labors of our English and American 
teachers. In view of these facts the trans- 
lation into English of one of the most popu- 
lar of the recent French obstetric manuals 
is most timely and fit. 

In this work Dr. Verrier does not claim 
to have produced an exhaustive treatise, 
his aim being merely to give the student 
and practitioner a useful working manual. 
The anatomy of the female genital organs 
and the subject of embryology are treated 
clearly but with much brevity, while obser- 
vations upon normal labor, dystocia, and 
the parturient and puerperal states, make up 
the major portions of the work. 

The illustrations, which are admirably 
executed and plentiful to an unusual degree, 
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with the “ obstetric tables” of Prof. Pajot, 
are striking features of the work. 

The editor has added materially to the 
value of the book by numerous notes, which 
bring it fully abreast with the most approved 
teachings of the day. We bespeak for the 
treatise, in its English dress, a popularity 
equal to that which in France has caused it 
to pass through four editions in the space 
of a few years. 


Notes on the Opium Habit. By Asa P. MeEy- 
LERT, M.D., Member of the Medical Society 
of the County of New York, Member of Har- 
lem Medical Association, etc., Physician to the 
Women’s Christian Honmte, New York. New 
York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 27 and 29 West 
Twenty-third Street. 

This is a well-written monograph of thirty- 
six pages, in which are discussed, without 
analysis of special cases, the conditions, 
physiological, mental, moral and social, of 
the victim of chronic opium-poisoning, with 
rational and humane measures for treatment. 
The reader will find the work entertaining 
in style, and replete with facts and sugges- 
tions of practical worth. 


Health Hints for Travelers. By JoHn C. SUND- 
BERG, M.D. Philadelphia: D. G. Brinton, 115 
South Seventh Street. 1884. , 
In this little work a physician who has 

been 2 great traveler by ship, horse, rail, 
and foot in this and foreign lands, gives the 
public his way of dealing with the ills to 
which tourists are peculiarly liable. He 
writes from experience and with authority, 
and his work will doubtless prove to be an 
agreeable and serviceable companion to all 
who set out to see the world. 


Transactions of the Medical and Chirur- 
gical Faculty of the State of Maryland at 
its Eighty-sixth Annual Session, held at Bal- 
timore, Maryland, April, 1884. Baltimore 
Journal Publishing Company, Printers, No. 
35 Park Avenue. 1884. 


Cases of Reflex Cough Due to Nasal 
Polypi, with Remarks. By John N. Mac- 
kenzie, M. D., Surgeon to the Baltimore 
Eye, Ear, and Throat Charity Hospital. Re- 
print from Transactions of the Medical and 
Chirurgical Faculty of Maryland, 1884. 
Baltimore Journal Publishing Company, 
Printers, No. 35 Park Avenue. 1884. 
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Genital Reflexes the Result of an Abnor- 
mal Physical Condition of the Genital Or- 
gans known as Phimosis. By T. Griswold 
Comstock, M. A., M. D., St. Louis, Mo. 
Reprinted from the New York Medical 
Times, September, 1884. E. P. Cory & 
Co., Printers, New York. 


A Contribution to the Study of Coryza 
Vasomotoria Periodica, or so-called “ Hay 
Fever.”’ [Reprint from the New York 
Medical Record, July 19, 1884.] By John 
N. Mackenzie, M. D., Surgeon to the Balti- 
more Eye, Ear, and Throat Charity Hospital, 
Baltimore, Maryland: 

Henke’s Atlas of Surgical Anatomy. A 
series of plates illustrating the application 
of anatomy to medicine and surgery. Trans- 
lated and edited by W. A. Rothacker, M. D., 
Pathologist to Cincinnati Hospital, Lect- 
urer on Pathological Anatomy in Miami 
Medical College. Cincinnati: A. E. Wilde 
& Company, Publishers. 


The Ear: its Anatomy, Physiology, and 
Diseases. A Practical Treatise for the use 
of Medical Students and Practitioners. By 
Charles H. Burnett, A. M., M. D., Professor 
of Otology in the Philadelphia Polyclinic 
and College for Graduates in Medicine; 
Consulting Aurist to the Pennsylvania In- 
stitution for the Deaf and Dumb; President 
of the Otological Society. With one hun- 
dred and seven illustrations ; second edition, 
revised and rewritten. Philadelphia: Henry 
C. Lea’s Son & Co. 1884. 


A System of Human Anatomy, including 
its Medical and Surgical Relations. By 
Harrison Adlen, M. D., Professor of Physiol- 
ogy in the University of Pennsylvania, etc. 
Illustrated with three hundred and eighty 
figures on one hundred and nine plates, 
many of which are beautifully colored. The 
drawings by Hermann Faber, from dissec- 
tions by the author. Also, upward of two 
hundred and fifty wood-cuts in the text. 
Section VI—Organs of Sense, of Digestion, 
and Genito-urinary Organs. Philadelphia : 
Henry C. Lea’s Son & Co. 1883. 


Socictics. 


KENTUOKY STATE SANITARY OOUNOIL. 


The Sanitary Council, under the auspices 
of the Kentucky State Board of Health, held 
its regular semi-annual session in Elizabeth- 
town, on October 1st and 2d. The atten- 
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dance was large, and the promises of its elab- 
orate programme were quite faithfully kept. 

The Council was formally opened on 
Wednesday evening, rst, by the Hon. J. A. 
Robertson, who welcomed the attendants in 
a brief address. A response was made by 
the President, Col. George Baber, of Louis- 
ville, who spoke with characteristic elo. 
quence and enthusiasm. 

These addresses were followed by a dis- 
course from Dr. Dudley S. Reynolds upon 
‘‘A Healthy Home.” The speaker traced 
the development of human habitations from 
the rude hut of the savage up to the ele- 
gant mansion of the well-to-do civilized 
man, and, warning the builder against unfa- 
vorable locations, improper construction, 
and bad plumbing, drew a vivid picture of 
the evils which the dwellers in badly ap- 
pointed tenements must encounter from 
dampness, high temperature, too little light, 
poisoned air, contamivated water, and de- 
fective drainage. 

In the discussion which followed Dr. 
J. N. McCormack called attention to the 
sanitars appointments of our schools, chur- 
ches, and other public buildings as com. 
pared with the average private dwelling. 
A recent sanitary survey, ordered by the 
Board of Health, had revealed not only de- 
fective construction as to the houses buta 
disregard of all sanitary rules in the dispos- 
al of house refuse and kitchen slops. This, 
with the absence of any systematic attempt 
to secure proper ventilation, renders widely 
prevalent “ typhoid and other fevers, diph- 
theria and other filth diseases,” and favors 
the development and spread of scrofula 
and consumption, while the failure of at 
least two thirds of the inhabitants of the 
State to be vaccinated makes possible at 
any time an epidemic of smallpox. Thow 
sands of dollars were paid from the county 
treasuries in Kentucky to treat and stamp 
out smallpox, which properly applied m 
vaccination would entirely prevent this dis 
ease. 


THURSDAY MORNING. 


Dr. Hugh Rodman, of New Havea, 
read a paper on the Physical and other 
Dangers of Alchoholic Beverages. The 
speaker laid special stress upon the injurt 
ous effects of alcohol upon the brain, and 
quoted Drs. Morel and Edgar Sheppard to 
prove that alcohol is responsible for al 
alarmingly large percentage of the insanity 
of thisera. The first authority found that 
among one thousand insane patients two 
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hundred were deranged through the action 
of alcoholic liquor, while the second states 
that a careful study of the cases admitted 
to the Asylum of Colney Hatch, during the 
year 1877, established the fact that twenty- 
eight percent of them owed their mental 
derangement to the excessive use of alcohol 
as a beverage. 

The next paper was on Alcoholic Bever- 
ages in Relation to Health, by Dr. P. C. Stu- 
pin, of Canmer. The doctor took the very 
tenable ground that the dram-shop is far 
more destructive of life and health than 
the‘open sewer or bad drainage, and quot- 
ed statistics to prove an alarming fatality 
among the intemperate when attacked by 
epidemic disease. He closed with a vigorous 
discussion of the ways and means by which 
the alcoholic nuisance might be abated and 
a statement of the duties of Boards of 
Health in furthering this movement of re- 
form. 

A paper, called a “ Narrative of an Out- 
break of Smallpox in Caldwell County,” 
was read by Dr. W. R. Jones, of Princeton. 
The author showed how in Jifne, 1884, an 
epidemic spread in this county from one 
imported case until fifty persons had con- 
tracted the disease. Of these four were 
fatal. A hospital was established, and by 
means of prompt vaccination and thorough 
disinfection the disease was stamped out at 
acost to the county of $600. 

In the discussion which followed the 
paper, Dr. McCormack referred to a similar 
outbreak in Christian County, which it cost 
$5,000 to suppress. A very small expendi- 
ture would have paid a sanitary inspector 
who could have nipped the evil in the bud 


.by means of vaccination and the isolation 


of the patients first attacked. 

At this point, Dr. Polk moved that Drs. 
McCormack and Sutphin be appointed a 
committee to renew the agitation before the 


Incoming legislature in favor of appointing 


a health officer by each County Board, who 
shall receive a salary for such services as 
may devolve upon him. The motion was 
carried. 

Dr. McCormack then read a paper on 
“The Location and Construction of School- 
houses.” The paper was long, but inter- 
esting throughout, and elicited a spirited 
discussion. 

Dr. C. Z. Aud next read a valuable paper 
on the Sanitation of Railroad Depots. In 
view of the fact that railroads are especially 
responsible for the transportation of the 
germs of epidemic disease, it is important 
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that the sanitary conditions and surround- 
ings of their depots should be held above 
criticism. The author was able to show that 
such is not the case in the majority of in- 
stances, and made some wise suggestions 
looking to reform in this particular direc- 
tion. 

In the afternoon an address by Dr. J. A. 
Tanner, of Louisville, on the “Adulteration 
of Food,” was given with practical demon- 
stration of the means by which adultera- 
tion may be detected in most of our com- 
mon articles of diet. The address was 
able, scientific, and practical, and proved to 
be one of the most interesting features of 
the Council. 

Prof. J. N. Payne, Supérintendent of the 
graded school at Elizabethtown, presented 
a very suggestive paper upon “ How the 
Laws of Health should be Taught in our 
Schools.” The author showed great famil- 
iarity with the subject, and succeeded in 
convincing his audience of the importance 
of the school-room as a factor in the sani- 
tary progress of the future. 

A paper written by Dr. John D. Beugless, 
of Brooklyn, N. Y., “On the Disposal of 
the Dead,” was read, and Prof. Eddy, of 
Danville, discoursed upon “Sanitation as a 
Religious Duty.” This felicitious theme was 
so handled as to result in conviction, if 
not conversion, with all who were privileged 
to hear’ it. 

“Our Eyes and How to Preserve Them; 
Near-sightedness, its Cause and Preven- 
tion,” was the subject of a paper by Dr. 
W. Cheatham, of Louisville. The paper 
abounded in useful practical information, 
tempered by the author’s broad common 
sense and original ideas. In view of the 
fact that near-sightedness is widely prevalent 
among school children, and that the com- 
mon neglect of scholars so affected by pa- 
rents and teachers, results in the permanent 
impairment of many eyes, the sight of which 
might have been preserved by simple means, 
this paper has a sanitary significance of 
peculiar force. 

The Council was in every particular a 
full success, and the growing interest in san- 
itation in Kentucky, of which the large at- 
tendance and valuable proceedings give 
evidence, is proof positive that the seed 
planted by the Board under most discour- 
aging conditions is taking root, and that it 
will ere long shoot sunward and bear abun- 
dant fruit. 

The Council adjourned to meet at Bowl- 
ing Green in April next. 
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MISSISSIPPI VALLEY MEDIOAL 
ASSOOIATION. 


From the report of the Journal of the 
American Medical Association: The regu- 
lar annual meeting of this Society was 
held in the Representatives’ Hall of the 
State House in Springfield, Illinois, on 
September 23, 1884, the President, Dr. B. 
M. Griffith, of Springfield, in the chair. 
An opening prayer was made by Rev. R. 
O. Post, and Judge Matheny welcomed the 
members of the Society in a brief and ap- 
propriate address. This was responded to 
in equally appropriate terms by Dr. Joseph 
Eastman, of Indianapolis. Dr. Wm. A. 
Byrd, of Quincy, Illinois, read a paper on 
“The Nature of Gall-Stones, and the most 
effectual Means of Prevention, and of Treat- 
ment after they are already formed.” The 
Society adjourned until 7.30 Pp. M., when, 
on reassembling, the President, Dr. B. M. 
Griffith, delivered the annual address. He 
pointed out with clearness the objects of the 
Society, the best methods of securing them, 
and the more important relations of the 
profession to the community. After the ad- 
dress, the members were entertained at the 
residences of Drs. Griffith, Million,and Buck. 

Second Day. The Society was again call- 
ed to order by the President, at 10 A. M., in 
the Senate Chamber. Dr. Archibald Dix- 
on, of Henderson, Kentucky, read a paper 
on “ The Work of the Past Year.”’ Dr. R. 
E. Houghton, of Indianapolis, Indiana, one 
on the “ Relation of Nerve to Muscle, be- 
ing the basis of Antipyretic Treatment in 
Fevers and Inflammations,” and Dr. Amos 
Sawyer, of Hillsboro, Illinois, one entitled 
“ Thoughts on Evolution.” The reading of 
each of these papers was followed by a 
discussion in which many of the members 
participated. The society then adjourned 
until 2 p. M. On reassembling in the after- 
noon, Dr. Joseph Eastman, of Indianapolis, 
read a paper entitled “An Enemy Came 
and Sowed Tares.” Dr. H. B. Buck, of 
Springfield, presented the subject of ‘‘ Elec- 
tricty in Gynecological Practice.” Dr. T. 
S. Galbraith, of Seymour, Indiana, read a 
paper on “ Perimetritis ;’’ and Dr. Geo. B. 
Walker, of Evansville, one on the ‘‘ Means 
of Relief in Difficult Labors.” 

An evening session was held, to which the 
public was invited, and an address was 
delivered by Dr. H. A. Johnson, of Chica- 
go, on “ Preventive Medicine.” The ad- 
vancements in sanitary science; their im- 
portance in preventing disease, and espe- 


cially in limiting the spread of epidemics, 
were discussed in a popular and eloquent 
manner, Like nearly all the sanitarians of 
the present day, he urged thorough cleanii- 
ness as the great desideratum to be attained 
by sanitation, both public and private. At 
the close of the address a motion was 


adopted requesting the speaker to furnish a , 


copy for publication in both medical and 
secular papers. The society then adjourn- 
ed to 9 o’clock the following morning. 

Third Day. ‘The society was called to 
order at 9 A. M., by the President. Payers 
were read as follows: By Dr. H. C. Phir. 
brother, of East St. Louis, on ‘‘ Repair of 
Bones ;” by Dr. J. A. Sutcliffe, of Indian- 
apolis, on a “ Case of Malignant Disease of 
the Testicles;” by Dr. Wright, of Olney, 
on “ Exsection of the Radius;”’ by Dr. A. 
G. Bernays, of St. Louis, on ‘‘ Chips from 
a Surgeon’s Workshop ;” and by Dr. G. N, 
Kreider, of Springfield, on “ Dislocations 
of the Shoulder.” 

After the reading of papers was closed, 
the following officers were nominated and 
elected for tht ensuing year: 

President— Dr. F. W. Beard, of Indiana. 

Vice- Presidents—Dr. A. B. Miller, of Mis- 
souri; Dr. J. A. Sutcliffe, of Indiana; Dr. 
E. H. Luckett, of Kentucky. 

Secretary—Dr. G. W. Burton, of Indiana. 

Assistant Secretary—Dr. H. J. B. Wright, 
of Illinois. 

Treasurer—Dr. A. M. Owen, of Indiana. 

Chairmen of committees as follows: 

On Programme—Dr. A. M. Owen, of 
Indiana. 

On Surgery—Dr. W. A. Byrd, of Illinois. 

On Practice of Medicine—Dr. Arch. Dixon, 
of Kentucky. 

On Gynecology—Dr. Geo. J. Engleman, jr. 

On Obstetrics--Dr.G.B Walker, of Indiana. 

On Therapeutics and Hygiene—Dr. J. F. 
Hibbard, of Indiana. 


On Ophthalmology and Laryngology—Dr. . 


J. L. Fhompson, of Indiana. 

On Chemistry and Toxicology—Dr. J. G. 
Hynman, of Indiana. 

On Legal Medicine—Dr. Jacob Gregory, 
of Missouri. 

It was decided to hold the next meeting 
at Evansville, Indiana, on the second Tues- 
day of June, to continue three days. 

The business part of the annual meeting 
was then closed by adjournment. But 
many of the members assembled again in 
the State House in the evening to partici- 
pate in a microscopical entertainment, in 
company with many amateur microscop- 
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ists of both sexes. The occasion was one 
of much pleasure and profit to those in 
attendance, both in a scientific and social 
aspect. 








Selections. 


RickE1ts.—We may assume that the 
child at the age when rickets generally ap- 
pears is in a peculiar condition, such as it 
is never in at any other time of its life; 
that certain processes of growth and devel- 
opment are taking place, of which the form- 
ation of bone is one of the most important. 
This being granted, and I need hardly say 
that there is some reason in such an assump- 
tion, the next step is simple enough. Rick- 
ets may arise from any cause which disturbs 
or arrests this process. Now I wish to point 
out very clearly indeed that this is an old 
idea. Let me read to you what Cullen 
taught a century ago. After his elegant 
description of the disease, he observes : 

“There is, however, something still want- 
ting to explain why these circumstances dis- 
cover themselves at a particular time of life, 
and hardly ever either before or after a cer- 
tain period, and as to this I would offer the 
following conjectures: Nature having in- 
tended that human life should proceed in a 
certain manner, and that certain functions 
should be exercised at a certain period of 
life only, so it has generally provided that 
at that period, and not sooner, the body 
should be fitted for the exercise of the func- 
tions suited to it.” 

Most of the questions in connection 
with rickets which have engaged and are 
still engaging the attention of the physician 
and the pathologist were considered by Cul- 
Jen. Its relation to syphilis, to tubercular 
or scrofulous tendencies in the parents are 
particularly mentioned by him, and dispos- 
ed of in a very decided manner. He 
notices also the chemical theory and argues 
forcibly against it. ‘ Dr. Merei took a wide 
view of the subject and showed to what ex- 
tent conditions of locality, of atmosphere 
and temperature, had any part in its pro- 
duction. There seems to be no point which 
has not been examined long since, and as 
far as possible decided. More than enough 
has been done to prevent erroneous and 
theoretical views, and we may save ourselves 
the trouble of going over tell-worked ground 
again. When we come to the subject of 
Syphilis I shall have occasion to make some 
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remarks upon its relation to rickets, and I 
shall give you evidence to prove that Cul- 
len’s conclusion was right. He says: “It 
has been frequently supposed that a syphi- 
litic taint has a share in producing rickets, 
but such a supposition is altogether im- 
probable.” And then he gives the reasons 
which are most valid and conclusive. 

Instead of trying to discover what is the 
cause of rickets in the hope of finding one 
in particular, let us recognize clearly the 
fact that the causes are manifold, and that 
each case has one or more to which the 
disease is due. There is a tendency to as- 
sume that because we can not find one cause 
it is useless to do more in any case than to 
order cod-liver oil and some preparation of 
iron. Every case of rickets requires special 
treatment as much as any other morbid con- 
dition, though it is true that pure air, warmth 
and good-food are of first necessity. —Dr. 
Robt. J. Lee, in Medical Press. 


HeEMIcRANIA.—Handfield Jones, M.-B., 


* Cantab., writes, in Medical Press: Eulen- 


berg and Guttmann recognize two varieties 
of hemicrania, one depending, as stated by 
Bois Raymond, on spasm of the nerves of 
the arteries supplying the head; the other, 
on paralysis of the same nerves. These 
opposite states of anemia and hyperemia 
of the related districts are, however, cred- 
ited by them with equal powers of producing 
the pathognomonic symptoms of the dis- 
order, much in the same way as they may 
either of them give rise to epileptic attacks. 
Consistently they advise patients suffering 
from the tetanoid form of the disorder to in- 
hale nitrite of amyl, while those who own 
paralytic arteries are desired to take ergot. 
It becomes, then, a matter for inquiry, 
whether this all-important distinction can 
be maintained. Another point for consid- 
eration is the influence of derangements: of 
the abdominal viscera in promoting the 
occurrence of paroxysms. Most authorities 
regard such derangements as secondary to 
the neurosis, but Clifford Allbutt maintains 
the opposite view. 

With regard to the first point, which in- 
cludes the dogma that the pain and other 
symptoms are the result of variations in 
the blood-supply, and not of primary 
changes in the brain itself, it may be re- 
marked that no such phenomena as those 
of hemicrania attend the cold stage of an 
ague, when the arteries are certainly con- 
stricted, the face being pale and the feat- 
ures shrunken. . Nor do they occur in the 
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hot stage, when the face is red and turgid 
and the temples throb, and when delirium 
sometimes occurs, an event most unusual in 
hemicrania. Dr. Livemg’s hypothesis seems 
to be much more probable, which ascribes 
the disorder to nerve storms traversing 
more or less of the sensory track from the 
optic thalamus to the ganglia of the vagus. 
As to the second point I think it can hard- 
ly be denied that many subjects of migraine 
are of a highly neurotic constitution, but 
not notably dyspeptic; while, on the other 
hand, many who have digestive troubles 
have no migraine. A certain number of 
mere coincidences will of course be met with, 
but a tendency to migraine, and a tendency 
to permanent dyspepsia seems to me to be- 
long to different categories—the former to 
nervous organs, the latter to alimentary. 
Ye: it is very probable that a toxemia from 
dietetic transgressions may be very effective 
though not the sole motor of the malady. 


PU£RPERAL SEPTICEMIA.— The vreviou$ 
workers in this field have been both numer- 
ous and celebrated, yet the question of the 
nature of the virulent agent of puerperal 
septicemia has not been definitely settled. 

M. Arloing, whose name is well-known in 
connection with bacterial studies, has recent- 
ly communicated a valuable paper to the 
Societe des Sciences Medicales de Lyon, of 
which we purpose to give a resume. M. 
Arloing’s attention was first given to the 
microscopical nature’ of the lochia, blood, 
and peritoneal serosity of women. Besides 
the epithelial elements and pus-globules in 
the lochia, panctiform micro-organisms were 
discovered, either isolated, arranged in pairs, 
or in short chains. Similar micrococci were 
seen in the false membranes and pus of the 
peritoneum in fatal cases. The blood con- 
tained a few similar organisms, but much 
more minute and difficult of investigation. 
Inoculations were performed with the puru- 
lent fluids into the peritoneum of rabbits, 
white rats, guinea-pigs, dogs, fowls, and 
ducks, but only the first-named animals 
succumbed. Rabbits have also died when 
the inoculation was made into the veins. 
Artificial cultivations of the puerperal virus 
have been made in a beef bouillon at a 
temperature of 35° C. in the open air, at 
normal pressure, as well as in an atmosphere 
of carbonic acid and in vacuo. Rabbits in- 
oculated with cultures which had been rais- 
ed to a temperature of 43° C. lived a much 
longer time than usual, and in some cases 
recovery even followed ; where this was the 
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case the animals were found to be protected 
against fresh inoculations. The following 
statements are worthy of consideration. If 
the rabbits were inoculated with very active 
virus cultivated 7m vacuo, they died with all 
the signs of septicemia, but without sup- 
puration. If the animals were full grown, 
and inoculated with the same agent cultivat- 
ed in air, the disease progressed more slow- 
ly, and the lesions of fibrinous peritonitis 
were produced. Finally, if the virus were 
weakened by culture in an unfavorable me- 
dium, the disease evolved still more slowly, 
and suppurative inflammation of the serose 
took place. In all cases the same microbe was 
to be detected. The main conclusions arriv- 
ed at were two in number: first. that the dif- 
ferent forms of puerperal septicemia are all 
due to the action of one living poison; sec- 
ondly, that this micro-organism is unique, 
but has not been proved to be special to the 
puerperal state. It must be remembered 
that the puerperal period realizes the condi- 
tions favorable to the introduction and evo- 
lution of the micrococcus in the human 
organism.—/ ance? 











ARMY MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE. 


OFFICIAL List of Changes in the Stations and 
Duties of Officers serving in the Medical Depart- 
ment, United States Army, from September 28, 
1884, to October 4, 1884: 


Bentley, Edwin, Major and Surgeon, granted 
two months leave of absence with permission to 
apply for two months’extension. To take effect upon 
assignment to duty in Dept. of Tex. of Surgeon 
F. L. Town. (S. O. 121, Hdgqrs. Div. of the Mo, 
Sept. 30, 1884.) Bartholf, John H., Captain and 
Assistant Surgeon, assigned to duty at Fort Ring- 
gold, Tex., as Post Surgeon. (Par. 5, S. O. 129, 
Hdars. Dept. of Tex., Sept. 25, 1884.) Crampton, L. 
W., Captain and Assistant Surgeon, granted leave 
of absence for one month and ten days. (S.0O. 60, 
Hdgrs.Div. of Atlantic, Oct. 2, 1884.) Grbson, R./., 
First Lieutenant and Assistant Surgeon, assigned 
to duty as Post Surgeon, Fort Winfield Scott, Cal., 
relieving Assistant Surgeon A. S. Polhemus. /ol- 
hemus, A. S., First Lieutenant and Assistant Sur- 
geon, upon’being relieved, to report to command- 
ing officer, Fort McDermit, Nev., for duty as Post 
Surgeon. White, R. H., Captain and Assistant 
Surgeon, to report to commanding officer, Angel 
Island, Cal., as Post Surgeon, relieving Assistant 
Surgeon C. K. Winne. Winne, C. X., Captain 
and Assistant Surgeon, upon being relieved, to re- 
port to commanding officer, Benicia Bks., Cal., for 
duty as Post Surgeon, relieving Surgeon C. C. 
Byrne. (Par. 1,5. O. 115, Hdqrs. Dept. of Cal. 
Sept. 23, 1884.) Lverts, Edward, First Lieutenant 
and Assistant Surgeonsgranted leave of absence 
for one month, with permission to leave the limits 
of the Dept. (S. O. 145, Hdqrs. Dept. Col., Sept. } 
24, 1884. ; 





